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Introduction: 

Literature has long served as a powerful medium for reflecting and commenting 

on the prevailing social issues of its time. Both classic and contemporary works of 

literature delve into the complexities of human society, shedding light on various 

social, political, and cultural challenges. This essay explores how classic and 

contemporary literature represent and address social issues, highlighting the 

significance of literature as a mirror of societal concerns and a catalyst for change. 

 

I. Classic Literature and Social Commentary 

 

Victorian Society in Charles Dickens' "Oliver Twist": 

In "Oliver Twist," Dickens vividly portrays the harsh conditions faced by orphans 

and the working-class in 19th-century London. Through the lens of young Oliver, 

he critiques the rigid social hierarchies, exploitative labor practices, and the plight 

of the poor, compelling readers to confront the consequences of societal 

indifference. 

 

Gender Roles in Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice": 

Austen's timeless novel examines the limitations placed upon women in Regency-

era England. She critiques the prevailing expectations of marriage, financial 

dependency, and social status, challenging societal norms and advocating for 

female empowerment. 

 

Racial Prejudice in Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird": 



 

 

"To Kill a Mockingbird" addresses the deeply entrenched racial prejudice in the 

American South during the 1930s. Lee's portrayal of racial injustice through the 

trial of Tom Robinson reflects the social inequalities and the urgent need for 

empathy and understanding. 

 

II. Contemporary Literature and Modern-Day Social Issues 

 

Racial Identity in Toni Morrison's "Beloved": 

Morrison's novel delves into the enduring impact of slavery on African Americans. 

Through the haunting tale of Sethe and her daughter Beloved, Morrison addresses 

the complexity of racial identity and the intergenerational trauma caused by 

historical injustices. 

 

LGBTQ+ Rights in Alan Hollinghurst's "The Line of Beauty": 

Hollinghurst's novel navigates the complexities of homosexuality in 1980s Britain, 

where societal attitudes and laws concerning LGBTQ+ rights were evolving. The 

book explores themes of identity, acceptance, and the AIDS epidemic, shedding 

light on the struggles faced by the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

Environmental Concerns in Barbara Kingsolver's "Flight Behavior": 

"Flight Behavior" weaves a narrative around the effects of climate change and the 

destruction of natural habitats. Kingsolver highlights the consequences of human 

actions on the environment, urging readers to recognize the urgency of ecological 

conservation. 

 

III. Literature as a Catalyst for Social Change 

 

Advocacy for Human Rights in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's "Half of a Yellow Sun": 



 

 

Set against the backdrop of the Nigerian-Biafran War, Adichie's novel examines 

the devastating impact of war on human lives. Through the eyes of her characters, 

she exposes the consequences of political and ethnic conflict, promoting a greater 

awareness of human rights abuses. 

 

Mental Health Awareness in Celeste Ng's "Little Fires Everywhere": 

In "Little Fires Everywhere," Ng explores the theme of mental health, focusing on 

the emotional struggles and the stigma surrounding mental illness. By humanizing 

characters dealing with mental health issues, Ng fosters empathy and encourages 

open conversations about mental well-being. 

 

Conclusion: 

Classic and contemporary literature play a pivotal role in shedding light on social 

issues, providing readers with insights into diverse perspectives and experiences. 

These literary works serve as potent instruments for social commentary, 

prompting readers to contemplate societal injustices, prejudices, and challenges. 

By engaging with literature that represents social issues, individuals can develop 

empathy, critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of the complexities of the 

human condition. In turn, such understanding may inspire individuals to advocate 

for positive change and contribute to the advancement of a more inclusive and 

compassionate society. 


