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Week Three Essay 

 

In considering a verdict of not guilty by reason of self-defense in the trial of a woman 

who had murdered her batterer-husband in his sleep, it would be important to consider various 

factors such as the facts and circumstances, history, and context surrounding the incident. Due to 

the complicated nature of domestic violence cases, examining these variables is necessary to 

assess any self-defense claim accurately. 

The court needs to consider how long the abuse has been occurring, how frequent it was, 

or if there were any other incidents of abuse prior to this one (Constanzo & Krauss, 2018). The 

court should also consider whether evidence could corroborate any claim being made about an 

ongoing pattern of repeated physical and/or psychological abuse (Pantell et al., 2017). This 

includes assessing the abuser's history of violence and intimidation, as well as any physical or 

emotional trauma inflicted on the victim that may have prevented them from leaving the abuser 

(TED Talk, 2013). Accordingly, it is important to consider any attempts the victim had made to 

report abuse and whether or not those attempts were unsuccessful due to lack of resources or fear 

of retribution. Furthermore, the court needs to examine the facts and circumstances surrounding 

the incident to determine whether a valid claim of self-defense exists. 

The Insanity Defense could play an important role in cases involving domestic violence, 

as it can be argued that victims of domestic violence may suffer from diminished capacity due to 

their past traumatic experiences (Constanzo & Krauss, 2018). In addition, courts should consider 

any evidence surrounding stressors and/or provocation experienced by the defendant at the hands 

of her batterer-husband prior to his death (Pantell et al., 2017). Finally, courts must consider any 

other factors that could have led up to this particular incident such as its timing and location, 
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threats made in the past, and any other evidence that could be used to support a claim of self- 

defense (TED Talk, 2013). 

In conclusion, before rendering a verdict of not guilty by reason of self defense in such 

cases, courts must carefully consider all relevant facts and circumstances surrounding the 

incident. They should take into account all evidence presented related to the ongoing pattern of 

abuse or the history of domestic violence between the parties involved. Courts should also 

consider the state of mind of those involved at the time and any potential stressors experienced 

prior to this specific incident. Through careful consideration of all these factors, courts can make 

an informed decision in a case such as this and ensure justice is served to both the victim and the 

accused. 
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