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The Role of Police Brutality in Perpetuating Systemic Racism 

 

Police brutality has become a contentious issue in recent times, especially concerning its 

role in perpetuating systemic racism. It is an issue that affects not only the victims of police 

brutality but also the larger society. The systemic racism that underlies police brutality not only 

undermines public trust in law enforcement but also perpetuates racial inequalities in society. In 

this essay, we will explore the role of police brutality in perpetuating systemic racism. Police 

brutality is a manifestation of systemic racism that perpetuates racial inequalities in society by 

disproportionately targeting people of color, eroding public trust in law enforcement, and 

reinforcing racial biases and stereotypes.  

 

Disproportionate Targeting of People of Color 

Police brutality has been shown to disproportionately target people of color. Black and Latino 

individuals are more likely to experience police brutality than white individuals. The over-

policing of minority communities, racial profiling, and implicit bias play a significant role in this 

disproportionate targeting. The over-policing of these communities leads to a higher frequency 

of police encounters, which increases the likelihood of police brutality. Racial profiling and 

implicit bias also contribute to the disproportionate targeting of people of color. 

 

Erosion of Public Trust in Law Enforcement 

Police brutality undermines public trust in law enforcement. When incidents of police brutality 

occur, they erode public confidence in law enforcement's ability to protect and serve all members 

of the community fairly. This can lead to a breakdown in communication and cooperation 

between law enforcement and the community, making it more difficult for the police to carry out 

their duties effectively. 

 

Reinforcement of Racial Biases and Stereotypes 

Police brutality can also reinforce racial biases and stereotypes. The use of excessive force 

against people of color can perpetuate the stereotype that people of color are more violent or 

dangerous than white individuals. This can lead to further over-policing of minority communities 

and a reinforcement of existing racial biases in law enforcement. 
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The effects of police brutality extend beyond the immediate victims of these incidents. They 

affect the larger society by perpetuating racial inequalities and reinforcing systemic racism. The 

disproportionate targeting of people of color and the erosion of public trust in law enforcement 

lead to a breakdown of social cohesion and a sense of injustice, further entrenching existing 

racial divisions. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, police brutality is a manifestation of systemic racism that perpetuates racial 

inequalities in society. The disproportionate targeting of people of color, erosion of public trust 

in law enforcement, and reinforcement of racial biases and stereotypes all contribute to the 

perpetuation of systemic racism. It is essential to address police brutality and the underlying 

systemic racism to create a more just and equitable society. This requires a concerted effort to 

reform law enforcement practices and policies, to address implicit biases and to promote 

accountability and transparency in law enforcement. Ultimately, this can lead to a more just and 

equitable society where all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, regardless of their 

race or ethnicity. 


