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The Similarities and Differences Between Ancient Roman and Egyptian 
 

Architecture 

 
Ancient architecture is a representation of the cultures, traditions, and beliefs of a 

particular civilization. Both Ancient Roman and Egyptian architecture are known for their 

grandeur, magnificence, and intricate designs. Although they belong to different periods, there 

are distinct similarities and differences between them. This essay will compare and contrast the 

Ancient Roman and Egyptian architecture. 

Egyptian architecture is famous for its monuments such as pyramids, temples, and 

sphinxes. The architecture of Ancient Egypt was developed over a period of almost 4,000 years, 

starting from the pre-dynastic period in the 4th millennium BC and spanning all the way to the 

end of the Ptolemaic period in the 4th century AD. Egyptian architecture was primarily designed 

to create a sense of awe and reverence for their gods and pharaohs. The structures were built to 

last for eternity, and hence, most of the buildings were made out of stone. The use of stone also 

helped to keep the interior of the buildings cool in the scorching desert heat. 

One of the key features of Ancient Egyptian architecture is the use of columns. The 

columns were typically made out of stone and were designed to resemble reeds and papyrus 

plants. The columns were symbolic of the plants that grew along the Nile River, which was the 

source of life for the Egyptians. Most of the temples in Ancient Egypt had large courtyards with 

hypostyle halls, which contained rows of columns that supported the roof. The hypostyle halls 

were also popularly referred to as "forests of pillars," which is a testament to the elaborate design 

of the columns. 

On the other hand, Ancient Roman architecture was primarily influenced by the Greeks. 
 

The Romans adopted the Greek style of architecture and modified it to suit their needs. The 
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Ancient Roman architecture spanned from the 6th century BCE to the 4th century CE. The 

architecture of the Romans was characterized by grandeur, magnificence, and engineering 

prowess. Most of the buildings were made out of concrete, which was a revolutionary building 

material created by the Romans. The use of concrete allowed the Romans to build large 

structures such as amphitheaters, temples, and aqueducts. 

One of the distinctive features of Ancient Roman architecture is the use of arches and 

vaults. The arches and vaults were used to distribute the weight of the structure evenly, and 

hence, allowed for the construction of large, open spaces. The Romans also used concrete to 

create domes, which were a significant engineering achievement. The most famous example of 

Ancient Roman architecture is the Colosseum, which is an amphitheater that was built  to 

entertain the masses. The Colosseum is an architectural marvel that showcases the ingenuity and 

engineering prowess of the Romans. 

Although there are distinct differences between the Ancient Egyptian and Roman 

architecture, they also have several similarities. One of the similarities is the use of symmetry in 

their architecture. Both civilizations designed their buildings to be symmetrical, which was 

intended to create a sense of balance and harmony. Symmetry was also an essential aspect of 

their religion and beliefs. The use of symmetry is evident in the design of the pyramids, which 

were built with four sides that were angled symmetrically. The temples in Ancient Egypt also 

had symmetrical designs with courtyards that had a central axis that led to the shrine. 

Similarly, the Ancient Romans also designed their buildings with symmetry in mind. The 

buildings were often organized around a central axis, which was intended to create a sense of 

order and balance. The use of symmetry is evident in the design of the Forum Romanum, which 

was the center of political and social activity in Ancient Rome. The Forum Romanum was a 
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large rectangular area that was surrounded by several buildings that were organized 

symmetrically. 

Another similarity between Ancient Egyptian and Roman architecture is the use of 

decoration. Both civilizations placed great importance on the depiction of their gods, pharaohs, 

and emperors. The buildings were often adorned with intricate carvings, frescoes, and murals 

that depicted scenes from their mythology and beliefs. The decoration was intended to create a 

sense of grandeur and magnificence. 

In conclusion, Ancient Egyptian and Roman architecture are two of the most iconic and 

influential styles of architecture in history. Although they belong to different periods, there are 

distinct similarities and differences between them. The Ancient Egyptians built their structures to 

create a sense of reverence and awe for their gods and pharaohs, while the Ancient Romans built 

their buildings to showcase their engineering prowess and magnificence. However, both 

civilizations placed great importance on symmetry and decoration, which is evident in their 

architecture. Ancient Egyptian and Roman architecture are a testament to the ingenuity, 

creativity, and beliefs of their respective civilizations. 


