
ART IN POLITICS                                                                                                                     1 

 

The Role of Art in Political Movements 

 

The role of art in political movements has often been seen as an integral tool for 

communication and social change throughout history. Artists have used their creative 

abilities to speak out about issues such as injustice, oppression, and inequality, inspiring 

people to join together to fight for their rights and advocate for reform. From ancient 

murals used to depict political events to modern street art that raises awareness of 

current struggles, art has served as a powerful medium of expression in the service of 

political causes both small and large. 

 

One prominent example of art’s influence on politics is the iconic Guernica 

painting by Pablo Picasso. This mural was commissioned by the Spanish 

Republic shortly before its civil war with Francisco Franco's forces, and it 

depicted the horrific bombings of Guernica in 1937. Completed in Paris in just one 

month, this painting quickly gained international attention and became a 

symbol of anti-fascist resistance against Franco’s regime. It raised 

awareness both inside and outside Spain that even decades later resonates 

with audiences worldwide who identify with the struggle against 

oppression.(1)  

 

Throughout Latin America from the 1960s onwards, there has also been a strong 

tradition of politically charged artworks that draw upon surrealism, indigenous 

iconography and protest graffiti. These works sought to critique oppressive regimes such 
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as dictatorships or neo-colonialism while simultaneously celebrating national identity 

and cultural heritage.(2) One artist whose work reflects this sentiment is Diego Rivera - 

known for his monumental murals depicting class struggle in Mexico – while another 

artist whose work has become synonymous with protest is José Clemente Orozco who 

painted the highly charged mural ‘La Trinchera de la Liberación’ after Mexico's 

revolution in 1910.(3) 

 

In more recent years, other forms of artistic expression such as street art have 

become increasingly popular forms of activism around the world due to 

their ability to spread messages quickly over large areas. This can be seen 

through Banksy’s artwork which has used irony and satire to highlight 

social issues such as gun violence or refugee crises (4). His public works 

often depict topics that would otherwise be considered too controversial 

or off limits for discussion - inviting viewers to reflect on the impact these 

issues have on everyday life.  

 

Overall, it is clear that throughout history artists have consistently employed their 

artistic talents towards political causes they believe in - utilizing various visual 

techniques to communicate complex messages both locally and globally. By creating 

works that challenge existing power structures or raise awareness about urgent matters 

facing society today, artists play an important role not only within each individual 

movement but across time itself - ensuring these messages are remembered beyond the 

immediacy of any given moment or place.  
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