
Importance of Environmental Anthropology 

 

Environmental anthropology is an important field of study that examines the 

complex relationship between humans and their environment. It investigates how 

people interact with their natural environment, how they make decisions related 

to resource use and management, and how they adapt to environmental change. 

The field also looks at how global processes like development and climate change 

affect local communities.  

 

 The aim of environmental anthropology is to provide insight into the way humans 

and their environment shape each other’s development, both historically and in 

the present day. 

 

The emergence of environmental anthropology in the late 1960s and early 1970s 

is often linked to growing global concern about issues such as population growth, 

resource scarcity, and pollution. Environmental anthropologists began to look at 

how humans were affecting their environment, as well as how they were adapting 

to changing environmental conditions. 

 

Environmental anthropology has a broad range of research topics, including risk 

perception and disaster mitigation, climate change adaptation, resource use and 

management, indigenous knowledge systems, conservation efforts, sustainable 

development initiatives, urban ecology, political ecology and agro-ecology. 

 

When writing an anthropology essay on the topic of Environmental Anthropology, 

there are many sources that can be used to support arguments and analyze data. 

These include journal articles, books, websites, reports from governmental 

agencies or NGOs, films and documentaries, and ethnographic fieldwork. It is 

important to remember to cite these sources appropriately to avoid plagiarism. 
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Additionally, it is important to critically analyze any sources that are used, rather 

than simply taking them at face value. 

 

In conclusion, environmental anthropology is an important field of study that 

examines the complex relationship between humans and their environment. Its 

research topics range from risk perception to resource use and management, and 

its sources include both traditional and digital media. By critically analyzing 

sources and citing them appropriately, students can write a successful 

anthropology essay on the topic of Environmental Anthropology.  
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