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Descriptive Architecture Essay: The Boston Public Library 

 
The Boston Public Library, located in Boston, Massachusetts, is one of the oldest and 

most renowned libraries in the United States. Founded in 1848, the library's original building 
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was replaced by a larger, grander structure in 1895. The current building, designed by architect 

Charles Follen McKim, is a stunning example of Beaux-Arts architecture and has been 

designated a National Historic Landmark. 

The Boston Public Library's main building is an imposing structure made of white granite 

and features a grand entrance with a large staircase leading up to the main door. The building is 

symmetrical in design, with two wings extending from the central entrance. The exterior is 

adorned with ornate carvings and sculptures, including a row of busts of famous authors and 

philosophers along the top of the building. 

The interior of the Boston Public Library is equally impressive. The grand entrance leads 

into a large central hall, which features a vaulted ceiling and marble columns. The hall is flanked 

by two grand staircases that lead up to the second floor. The second floor features a large reading 

room, which is lit by a series of large windows that offer stunning views of the city. The reading 

room is decorated with ornate carvings and frescoes, and features a high, domed ceiling. 

One of the most striking features of the Boston Public Library is its use of natural light. 

 

The large windows in the reading room allow natural light to flood into the space, creating a 

warm and inviting atmosphere. The library also features a large courtyard, which is surrounded 

by the library's various wings. The courtyard is open to the sky, allowing natural light to reach 

the lower levels of the building. 

The Boston Public Library is not only an impressive architectural feat, but it is also a 

cultural treasure. The library's collection includes over 23 million items, including rare books, 
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manuscripts, and works of art. The library also hosts a number of cultural events, such as author 

readings and lectures, and is a popular destination for both locals and tourists. 

In addition to its cultural significance, the Boston Public Library is also an important 

example of Beaux-Arts architecture. Beaux-Arts architecture, which was popular in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries, was characterized by its grandeur and ornamentation. Beaux-Arts 

buildings often featured symmetrical designs, grand entrances, and ornate detailing. The Boston 

Public Library's use of marble, granite, and ornate carvings and sculptures is typical of the 

Beaux-Arts style. 

However, the Boston Public Library also incorporates elements of other architectural 

styles. The library's large reading room, with its high, domed ceiling, is reminiscent of 

Renaissance architecture. The library's use of natural light and open spaces is also characteristic 

of Modernist architecture. By incorporating elements of various architectural styles, the Boston 

Public Library is a testament to the evolution of architectural design over time. 

In conclusion, the Boston Public Library is a magnificent example of Beaux-Arts 

architecture, as well as a cultural and literary treasure. Its grand entrance, symmetrical design, 

ornate detailing, and use of natural light all contribute to its beauty and significance. As a 

National Historic Landmark and one of the oldest and most renowned libraries in the United 

States, the Boston Public Library is an important example of the evolution of architectural design 

and a testament to the importance of literature and culture in society. 


