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Brazil's Potential As a US-Rival in the Region 

 

 
Introduction 

 

Brazil is one of the largest economies in the world and a key player in South America. Although 

the country has a long history of cooperation and partnership with the United States, there are 

indications that Brazil could become a US-rival in the region. This essay explores the reasons 

behind this potential rivalry and its implications for the international relations of the two 

countries. 

 
 

Historical Context 

 

The relationship between Brazil and the United States goes back to the early 19th century when 

Brazil gained independence from Portugal. Initially, the United States was hesitant to recognize 

the newly independent country, as it was seen as a potential threat to American interests in the 

region. However, as Brazil became more prosperous and stable, the relationship between the two 

countries improved. The United States became one of Brazil's main trading partners, and the two 

countries shared democratic values and a commitment to free-market principles. 

 
 

Brazilian Rise 

 

In recent years, Brazil has emerged as a regional leader in South America. The country has been 

able to leverage its large and diverse economy, coupled with its political stability and democratic 

institutions, to play a more prominent role on the global stage. Brazil has also made significant 

progress in reducing poverty and inequality, which has helped to improve the country's image 

and influence. 
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Military Power 

 

Brazil has also been investing heavily in its military capabilities. The country currently boasts 

the largest military in South America, with over 300,000 active troops. Brazil also has a modern 

and capable defense industry, which has allowed the country to develop sophisticated weapons 

systems, such as the KC-390 military transport aircraft and the Guarani armored vehicle. These 

developments have not gone unnoticed by the United States, which sees Brazil as a potential 

competitor in the region. 

 
 

Trade 

 

Trade is another area where Brazil has the potential to challenge the United States. Brazil is the 

world's ninth-largest economy, with a GDP of over $2 trillion. The country is a major exporter of 

commodities such as soybeans, coffee, and oil, which are in high demand in the United States. In 

addition, Brazil is home to a growing middle class, which has fuelled domestic consumption and 

created new opportunities for American companies. As Brazil becomes more prosperous, it will 

seek to reduce its dependence on American markets and diversify its trading partners, which 

could lead to increased competition between the two countries. 

 
 

Regional Diplomatic Power 

 

Brazil has also played a key role in regional diplomacy, particularly in South America. The 

country has been instrumental in the creation of organizations such as the Union of South 

American Nations (UNASUR) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 

(CELAC), which have helped to promote regional integration and cooperation. By taking a 
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leadership role in regional diplomacy, Brazil has been able to increase its influence in the region 

and reduce American influence. 

 
 

Implications for International Relations 

 

The potential rise of Brazil as a US-rival has significant implications for international relations. 

The United States will need to take Brazil's growing power and influence into account when 

developing its foreign policy in South America. The United States will need to find ways to 

engage with Brazil that are mutually beneficial, while avoiding a confrontational stance that  

could lead to increased tensions between the two countries. 

 
 

Conclusion 

 

Brazil has the potential to become a US rival in the region. The country's large and diverse 

economy, military capabilities, and regional diplomacy all point to a growing role for Brazil on 

the global stage. While Brazil's rise presents challenges for the United States, it also presents 

opportunities for increased cooperation and partnership between the two countries. As Brazil 

becomes a more prominent player in international relations, it will be important for the United 

States to find ways to engage with Brazil that promote shared interests and values. 


