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Architecture and Belief: A Study of Various Indian Styles

Architecture is not just about designing buildings; it also reflects the cultural beliefs and
values of a society. The way a structure is built, its layout, and its ornamentation are all
reflections of the beliefs and customs of the people who built it. In India, architectural styles
have been shaped by various religious influences such as Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. These
styles have been evolving for centuries, and they continue to be shaped by the beliefs and
customs of the people who inhabit them. In this essay, | will discuss how architectural styles
reflect people's beliefs with a focus on the case study of various Indian architectural styles that
are associated with Islamic influence, Hinduism, and Buddhism.

\One of the most striking examples of Islamic influence on Indian architecture is the Taj
Mahal, a mausoleum located in Agra, India. Built by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in memory
of his wife Mumtaz Mahal, the Taj Mahal is a stunning example of Islamic architecture. The
structure is made of white marble and features intricate carvings and inlaid precious stones. The
central dome, which is surrounded by four smaller domes, is a symbol of the Islamic belief in the
oneness of God. The gardens surrounding the Taj Mahal, with their symmetrical design and
water channels, are also typical of Islamic architecture.

Another example of Islamic architecture in Indiais the Jama Masjid in Delhi, one of the
largest mosques in India. Built by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in the mid-17th century, the
mosque is a blend of Indian and Islamic architectural styles. The mosque’s red sandstone walls
are decorated with white marble inlays, and the central prayer hall is covered by three domes.
The mosque's courtyard is large enough to accommodate over 25,000 worshippers, and its

architecture reflects the Islamic belief in the importance of communal worship.
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In contrast, Hindu architecture in India is characterized by the use of stone, wood, and
brick. One of the most famous examples of Hindu architecture is the temple complex at
Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh, India. Built between the 9th and 11th centuries, the complex is
made up of 85 temples dedicated to various deities. The temples feature intricate carvings of
gods, goddesses, and mythical creatures, and their architectural style reflects the Hindu belief in
the importance of beauty and harmony. The temples also feature elaborate staircases and
entrance gates, reflecting the Hindu belief in the importance of ritual purity.

Another example of Hindu architecture is the Kailash Temple in Ellora, Maharashtra,
India. Built in the 8th century, the temple is carved out of a single piece of rock and is dedicated
to Lord Shiva. The temple's central shrine features a 16-sided linga, a symbol of Lord Shiva, and
the temple's exterior is decorated with carvings of gods, goddesses, and mythical creatures. The
temple's architectural style reflects the Hindu belief in the importance of natural materials and
the harmony between man and nature.

Finally, Buddhism has also had a significant influence on Indian architecture. One of the
most famous examples of Buddhist architecture is the Sanchi Stupa in Madhya Pradesh, India.
Built in the 3rd century BCE, the stupa is a hemispherical structure that was used to enshrine the
relics of the Buddha. The stupa's base is decorated with intricate carvings of scenes from the life
of the Buddha, and its central dome features a symbol of the Buddhist dharma wheel. The stupa’s
architectural style reflects the Buddhist belief in the importance of simplicity and humility.

Another example of Buddhist architecture in India is the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh
Gaya, Bihar, India. Built in the 3rd century BCE, the temple is built on the site where the Buddha

is said to have attained enlightenment. The temple features a large stone statue of the Buddha
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and is surrounded by a complex of smaller shrines and temples. The temple's architectural style
reflects the Buddhist belief in the importance of meditation and inner peace.

In conclusion, Indian architecture reflects the diverse religious beliefs and cultural values
of its people. Islamic architecture in India is characterized by its use of intricate carvings, marble,
and symmetry, reflecting the Islamic belief in the importance of beauty and unity. Hindu
architecture is characterized by its use of natural materials, such as stone and wood, and its
intricate carvings of gods and goddesses, reflecting the Hindu belief in the importance of
harmony and ritual purity. Buddhist architecture in India is characterized by its simplicity and
humility, reflecting the Buddhist belief in the importance of meditation and inner peace. These
architectural styles are not only important for their aesthetic beauty, but also for their ability to

reflect the religious and cultural beliefs of the people who built them.



