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Winston Churchill once said, “Success consists of going from failure to 
failure without loss of enthusiasm.” And while I never define my obstacles 
as ‘failures,’ I mark my success by my repeated perseverance through 
adversity. I have faced several challenges over the years, from dyslexia to 
homelessness; yet I continued to earn exemplary grades and graduate at 
the top of my class. I deserve this scholarship because I have the strength 
and determination to achieve my goals, no matter what hurdles I have to 
overcome. 

I was not born a gifted student. Testing and assignments were always 
difficult for me, whether I studied or not. In second grade, my parents had 
me tested for learning disabilities. The psychologist said that I had a 
hyperactivity disorder and prescribed medication to suppress my energy. 
After two years abiding by that treatment, I was re-evaluated and 
diagnosed with dyslexia. This helped me get the treatment I needed, and I 
finally made progress in school. 

Shortly after I learned how to study with dyslexia, my father lost his job. He 
was the sole breadwinner for the household, and I was soon on the street 
with my mother and two younger siblings. I got a job in newspaper delivery, 
one of the few fields that will hire a 12-year-old. My father found odd jobs to 
bring money to the family, and together we were eventually able to pay for 
a two-bedroom apartment to live in. I was valedictorian that school year, 
and I maintained a perfect attendance record. Like my father, I knew I had 
to do whatever was necessary to succeed and thrive. 

In high school, I developed an interest for psychology. I noticed patterns in 
behaviors, both in myself and in the people around me. I asked my child 
therapist, the one who officially diagnosed me with dyslexia, if I could work 
at his clinic over the summers. He allowed me to intern at his counseling 
center my junior and senior year, and I gained valuable insight into the 
business side of psychology. 



I am now entering the second year of my psychology degree. I plan to 
complete my bachelor’s degree and earn a Doctorate of Neuropsychology 
in the years that follow. My focus is on psychological testing, specifically for 
children with autism or learning disabilities. I spent years struggling in 
school because of a preventable misdiagnosis.  I want to ensure that other 
children do not face the same struggles in their future. 

Why do I deserve this scholarship? Because I have the passion and 
determination to become a trusted member of the psychological 
community. With my education, I can help children get the treatment they 
need at an early age, giving the best chance at finding their own success. 
You’re not just helping me get through college. You’re improving the quality 
of life for countless families to come. I appreciate your consideration, and I 
look forward to building a lasting relationship with your organization. 

 


