Scholarship Essay for High School

As a child of immigrant parents, | learned to take responsibilities for my family and myself at a
very young age. Although my parents spoke English, they constantly worked in order to financially
support my little brother and I. Meanwhile, my grandparents barely knew English so | became
their translator for medical appointments and in every single interaction with English speakers.
Even until now, | still translate for them and | teach my grandparents conversational English. The
more involved | became with my family, the more | knew what | wanted to be in the future.

Since | was five, my parents pushed me to value education because they were born in Vietnam
and had limited education. Because of this disadvantage, | learned to take everything | do
seriously and to put in all of my effort to complete tasks such as becoming the founder of my
school’s Badminton Club in my sophomore year and Red Cross Club this year. Before creating
these clubs, | created a vision for these clubs so | can organize my responsibilities better as a
leader. The more involved | became, the more | learned as a leader and as a person. As a leader,
| carried the same behavior | portrayed towards my younger cousins and sibling. My family
members stressed the importance of being a good influence; as | adapted this behavior, | utilized
this in my leadership positions. | learned to become a good role model by teaching my younger
family members proper manners and guiding them in their academics so that they can do well.
In school, | guide my peers in organizing team uniform designs and in networking with a nonprofit
organization for service events.

Asides from my values, I'm truly passionate in the medical field. | always wanted to be a
pediatrician since | was fourteen. My strong interest in the medical field allowed me to open up
my shell in certain situations— when | became sociable to patients in the hospital as a volunteer,
when | became friendly and approachable to children in my job at Kumon Math and Reading
Center, and when | portrayed compassion and empathy towards my teammates in the
badminton team. However, when | participated in the 2017 Kaiser Summer Volunteer Program
at Richmond Medical Center, | realized that | didn’t only want to be a pediatrician. This program
opened my eye to numerous opportunities in different fields of medicine and in different
approaches in working in the medicine industry. While | may have a strong love for the medical
field, my interest in business immensely grew as | soon discovered that | didn’t only have to take
the practical approach in the medical field. With this interest, | plan to also become a part of a
medical facility management team.

In the future, | hope to pursue my dream of becoming a doctor by attaining an MD, and to double
major in Managerial Economics. | intend to study at UC Davis as a Biological Sciences major,
where | anticipate to become extremely involved with the student community. After graduation,
| plan to develop a strong network relationship with Kaiser Permanente as I've started last year
in my internship. By developing a network with them, | hope to work in one of their facilities
someday. Based on my values, interests, and planned future, I’'m applying for the NCS Foundation
scholarship because not only will it financially help me, but it can give motivation for me to
academically push myself. | hope to use this scholarship in applying for a study abroad program,
where | can learn about other cultures’ customs while conducting research there.



